
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT:

Expedia CruiseShipCenters — Mount Royal Office

615A 17th Avenue SW, Calgary, Alberta T2S0B3

Tel: 403.245.5010  |  Email: opera@cruiseshipcenters.com

July 15 – 27, 2015  |  from Budapest to Prague

BLUE DANUBE DISCOVERY CRUISE
Indulge Your Passion of Opera on This

L E G E N D A R Y  R I V E R  C R U I S E S .  I N S P I R E D  D E S I G N . S M

  

Join Avalon Waterways in 2015 on our first-ever Opera 

special interest cruise aboard the beautiful new “Suite Ship”,  

the Avalon Impression. You’ll cruise the legendary Danube 

River from Budapest to Nuremberg and enjoy a visit to 

Austria’s magical capital city of Vienna; the picturesque  

towns of Dürnstein and Melk in the heart of the Wachau 

Valley; the busy port city of Linz and a stop in Passau, 

Germany where the Inn, Ilz and Danube Rivers converge; 

and lastly to Regensburg, one of Germany’s best preserved 

medieval cities.

On board, you’ll enjoy gourmet regional cuisine, 

complimentary regional wine and beer with dinner, spacious 

contemporary staterooms and best of all, live performances 

of Emerging Artists of Calgary Opera.

DEREK JOHNSON  |  TENOR
Tenor Derek Johnson has performed in numerous roles for Calgary 
Opera including the Canadian premiere of Dead Man Walking and 
the world premiere of Filumena.  Mr. Johnson has also performed as a 
guest of Regent Seven Seas Cruise line, singing such roles as Rodolfo 
in Pucinni’s La Bohème, Tebaldo in Bellini’s I Caupleti e I Montecchi 
and most recently as Don Jose in Bizet’s Carmen.  

TYLER FITZGERALD  |  BASS-BARITONE
Bass-baritone Tyler Fitzgerald holds a Bachelor’s degree in music from 
Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario, and is in his second 
year with the Calgary Opera Emerging Artist Program.  Recent and 
upcoming performances include: Brahms’ German Requiem, Marquis 
d’Obigny in La Traviata, Count Gill in Il Segreto di Susanna, Don 
Inigo in L’heure espagnole, Don Basilio in Il barbiere di Siviglia, Prince 
Yamadori and The Bonze in Madama Butterfly, and more.

CASSANDRA WARNER  |  MEZZO SOPRANO
Cassandra Warner has been hailed by critics as a “powerful mezzo” 
and “sensory epiphany”. Miss Warner has performed countless 
critically acclaimed roles including Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte, The 
Saloon Singer in The Inventor with Calgary Opera, Edith in Pirates of 
Penzance with Vancouver Opera, Rose Maurrant in Street Scene with 
Opera Toulon, Cendrillon at Koerner Hall in Toronto and 2nd Lady in 
The Magic Flute with Opera Atelier. 

YOUR ONBOARD OPERA PERFORMERS

NATALIE FAGNAN  |  SOPRANO
Praised as a soprano with “a youthful beauty and a real knack for 
infusing emotion and heart into her voice” Natalie Fagnan has most 
recently appeared as Christine in Phantom of the Opera. Other 
performances include Gretel in Hänsel und Gretel, Lauretta in Gianni 
Schicchi, Poppea in L’incoronazione di Poppea, Pamina in The Magic 
Flute, and more.



T H E  B L U E  D A N U B E  D I S C O V E R Y :  J U L Y  1 5 – 2 7 , 2 0 1 5

CRUISE ITINERARY

PRICING

Day 7: Passau, Germany. Choose from several full-day optional excursions: to Salzburg, taking in some 
of the Sound of Music sights; the popular “Romantic Austria” tour; or to Český Krumlov in the Czech 
Republic, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. You may also choose to stay on the ship and relax as you 
cruise to Passau. Passau is a maze of narrow cobblestone streets lined with beautiful patrician houses. 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, a masterpiece of Italian baroque architecture, houses one of the world’s largest 
church organs with 17,774 pipes. Take in the highlights on the included GUIDED WALK. (B,L,D)
Day 8: Regensburg. Dating back to the time of the Celts around 500 BC, Regensburg is one 
of Germany’s best preserved medieval cities. Established during the Holy Roman Empire and the 
only German city not bombed during WWII, Regensburg has at least 1,300 listed buildings of 
“historic interest.” The highlights of your GUIDED WALK include the Altes Rathaus (Old Town 
Hall), built in the 13th century, and Porta Pretoria, gates to an ancient Roman fort built in 179 AD. 
Wander through the city’s alleys to discover the many mansions with high towers. Wealthy families 
built these towers to emphasize their status and wealth during the Middle Ages. Walk across the 
12th-century Steinerne Brücke (Stone Bridge), the oldest of its kind in Germany. Grab a beer and 
enjoy an included SNACK at the 17th-century Historische Wurstküche (Old Sausage Kitchen), one 
of Germany’s oldest restaurants. Here, feel the vibrant atmosphere and take in the remarkable views 
along the river. After dinner, we’ll introduce you to some of Germany’s FAMOUS BEERS. (B,L,D)
Day 9: Nuremberg. Today, spend a relaxing morning of cruising, and before lunch, attend an 
ONBOARD LECTURE about the Main Danube Canal. The afternoon is dedicated to Nuremberg. 
Although 90% of Nuremberg’s Old Town suffered extensive damage during WWII, much of it has 
been restored to the glory it once knew as the unofficial capital of the Holy Roman Empire. Today, 
choose either a GUIDED SIGHTSEEING TOUR and marvel at this thousand-year-old city’s 
medieval fortifications, extraordinary gothic churches, and the Kaiserburg (Imperial Castle), or join a 
more specialized “NUREMBERG RALLY GROUNDS” tour. During free time, be sure to make a 
wish at the beautiful fountain in the Hauptmarkt (main square). Legend says your wish will come true 
if you turn its gold ring three times. (B,L,D)
Day 10: Nuremberg (Disembarkation)–Prague, Czech Republic. After breakfast, say goodbye 
to your crew and travel by motorcoach to Prague, the “Golden City.” (B)
Day 11: Prague. Prague is a 1,200-year-old city preserved in time, and, unlike other Central 
European capitals, it was not bombed during the 20th-century wars. A Local Guide shows you its 
best-known treasures, such as the Old Town’s Astronomical Clock, built in 1410 and once the envy of 
all of Europe; HRADCANY CASTLE GROUNDS; St. Vitus Cathedral; and the Charles Bridge, 
the oldest bridge in Prague. Browse the shops for hand-cut crystal or art books. Mix with the locals in 
Wenceslaus Square, an important meeting point where people demonstrated against the communist 
regime; or watch performers on Charles Bridge. (B)
Day 12: Prague. Enjoy a free day to explore the city at your own pace. Perhaps visit the Communist 
Museum or take an optional excursion around the Jewish Quarter. Sample the local plum dumplings and 
Pilsner; stroll along the Vltava River. Your Cruise Director will have other suggestions for things to do. (B)
Day 13: Prague. Your vacation ends with breakfast this morning. (B)

Day 1: Arrive in Budapest, Hungary. Welcome to Budapest, Hungary’s lively capital spanning 
the banks of the Danube. The remainder of the day is free to start exploring Eastern Europe’s most 
cosmopolitan metropolis.
Day 2: Budapest. Whether you’re seeing the sights, shopping for handcrafted embroidery or Herend 
porcelain, or basking in the coffee house culture over a rich cream cake in the renowned Gerbeaud 
Café, Budapest’s unique energy is positively palatable. On your GUIDED SIGHTSEEING TOUR, 
see Heroes’ Square as well as the massive hilltop castle complex with its remarkable Fishermen’s 
Bastion—for spectacular views of the city—and 11th-century Matthias Church, the coronation spot 
of several Hungarian monarchs. Be sure to take note of the city’s eight bridges—many famous sights 
in and of themselves—which connect ancient Buda on the right bank with Pest on the left. You may 
even want to walk across Chain Bridge, built in 1849 and a symbol of Budapest. (B)
Day 3: Budapest (Embarkation). You have time this morning to explore Budapest further. 
Perhaps visit St. Stephen’s Basilica for marvelous views of the city from its viewing platform. 
This afternoon, board your river cruise vessel and meet your crew at a welcome reception. (B,D)
Day 4: Budapest–Vienna, Austria. Enjoy a day of relaxation on board and marvel at the 
beautiful scenery on both banks of the Danube. Hungary is on your left as you cruise upriver and 
Slovakia is on your right. This evening, arrive in Vienna, Austria’s capital. Known as the “City of 
Music,” it inspired the creative genius of Mozart, Beethoven, and Strauss. An optional concert is 
available during your stay. (B,L,D)
Day 5: Vienna. Once the center of the mighty Habsburg Empire, Austria’s magical capital 
on the blue Danube is a showcase of gilded architecture. This is home to the lavish Hofburg 
Imperial Palace complex with its Vienna Boy’s Choir and dazzling Lipizzaner stallions; the neo-
renaissance Vienna Opera House; and awe-inspiring St. Stephen’s Cathedral—plus, countless 
other sights your Local Guide will show you during an included CITY SIGHTSEEING TOUR. 
Stroll through the delightful pedestrian Kärntnerstrasse, and be sure to take a break and enjoy 
a piece of decadent Sachertorte or Apfelstrudel in one of the classic Viennese coffee houses, 
historic institutions that helped shape Viennese culture! (B,L,D)
Day 6: Dürnstein–Melk. Dürnstein, known for the magnificent baroque, blue Stiftskirche built in the 
1700s, is situated right in the heart of the Wachau wine region. The main street of this small town—with 
a population of less than 1,000 people—is lined with 16th-century residences and charming cobblestone 
streets. This morning, your Local Guide will take you on an included WALKING TOUR and tell you 
the tale of England’s King Richard the Lionheart, who was imprisoned in the castle whose ruins still stand 
above the town. During lunchtime, sail the picturesque Wachau Valley and arrive in Melk in the early 
afternoon. Here, enjoy a GUIDED VISIT of the magnificent 11th-century BENEDICTINE ABBEY, 
one of Europe’s largest monasteries. The abbey houses an ornate library with over 80,000 printed 
books and 2,000 manuscripts. You’ll be captivated by the splendor of the church with its frescoed 
ceilings, stunning high altar, marble statues, and 210-foot-high cupola. The view from the terrace of 
the abbey over the Danube and surrounding countryside is breathtaking! This evening you’ll be able to 
sample some of the Wachau Valley’s FAMOUS WINES. (B,L,D)

MEALS: Buffet breakfast in Budapest and Prague; superb dining with meals on board featuring full breakfast with complimentary sparkling wine, lunch with complimentary soft drinks, and dinner including complimentary 
wine, beer, or soft drinks; a welcome reception, Captain’s reception, and farewell dinner; one sitting with open seating arrangements.
Notes: Departure July 15 is offered as an exclusive Opera Cruise, including special features at no additional cost. Our Opera Cruise features professional Canadian opera singers, who will perform on board a selection 
of works from the world’s most beloved operas.

WBN/50715 – CRUISE + LAND: 13 DAYS FROM BUDAPEST TO PRAGUE
Cruise Price per passenger – Category E: $4,150.00*
Port Charges: $154.00  |  Single Supplement (for Land Portion): $624.00

 Per Passenger  Per Passenger
 Twin Accommodation  Twin Accommodation
GROUP D Impression .  .  .  .  .  . $207.00 GROUP P Impression . . . . . . $1,143.00
GROUP B Impression . . . . . . $987.00 GROUP S Impression . . . . . . $1,871.00
GROUP A Impression .  .  .  .  .  .$1,039.00 

WBN0/50717 – CRUISE ONLY – 8 DAYS FROM BUDAPEST TO NUREMBERG
Cruise Price per passenger – Category E: $3,015.00*
Port Charges: $154.00

 Per Passenger  Per Passenger
 Twin Accommodation  Twin Accommodation
GROUP D Impression .  .  .  .  .  . $207.00 GROUP P Impression . . . . . . $1,143.00
GROUP B Impression . . . . . . $987.00 GROUP S Impression . . . . . . $1,871.00
GROUP A Impression .  .  .  .  .  .$1,039.00 

* Featured prices are per passenger, based on twin share, departure dates as indicated and are subject to change. Single supplement rates are available, please contact us for details.


